The Bloody Assize
Burton was again put forward and gave the story of his
dealings with Rurnbold and a man named Keeling, and his
meeting them at the Mitre Tavern, Aldgate, in relation to
the matter of the Rye House Plot, and of a conversation with
them about killing the King. Mr Keeling, however, made
discovery of these things, and so Burton's name got in the
proclamation and he had to fly for his life,
His story was that he remained in hiding with his
daughter who was a widow, and that Mrs Gaunt came to
the house and gave him information about a boat sailing
for Holland in which the Rumbolds were going. The vessel
turned out unseaworthy and the party returned to London,
After a month or two Mrs Gaunt came again with news
of another ship on which he might travel.
" How came Mrs Gaunt to take so much care of you ?"
asked the Attorney-General.
" She might think I knew something of her husband if
I should be taken."
" What had her husband done ? "
" Her husband, I suppose, knew something of the
business,"
** What business ? " insisted Mr Attorney.
" About seizing the Tower," replied Burton, and he
detailed an interview with Captain Walcot and Gaunt about
the Tower.
But he would not say that he had any talk about plots
with Mrs Gaunt, but insisted that her reason for helping
was that " I knew her husband was concerned."
If that is true it looks as though Mrs Gaunt was chieflj
concerned about her husband's safety, and had a shrewc
suspicion that Burton was a rascal who, if caught, would sav<
his own life at another's expense. And though the couase
and judges tried to get Burton to swear he discussed the plo
with Mrs Gaunt, he would not do so, and would not sa;
further than that she must have known he was in the pro
clamation because everyone knew it. Jeffreys would hav
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